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Frontiers in Integrated Regeneration of Historic Cities and Territories in Italy and China:

Historic Infrastructures and Ecological Networks for an Integrated Urban Regeneration Strategy
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The research of historic infrastructures
and ecological networks for an integrated
urban regeneration strategy, is part of
the international research activities that
a Group of professors, researchers and
scholars of the PDTA Department of
Sapienza University of Rome has been
carrying on for many years on the topic
of contemporary city governance, with
particular reference to policies, strategies
and tools for urban and territorial
regeneration.

The research is aimed at defining
and experiencing a “methodology” of
intervention referenced to historic urbans
and territories. This “methodology”
simulates a planning process for the
regeneration of historic space fabrics
characterized by a significant presence of
historic and natural heritage.

This planning process sets as a final
aim the construction of structural projects
based on the strengthening of the relations
between public space systems, historic
infrastructures and environmental
networks, recognizable within strategic
planning zones, that require the use and the
experimentation of innovative procedures,
tools and implementing mechanisms.

Therefore, the research proposal adopts
an inter-scalar and integrated approach,
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with the aim of reaching a framework
of theoretical-methodological and
operational references, to put in place
an urban regeneration strategy, through
three different disciplinary perspectives
(structural, morphological, ecological-
environmental) and three levels of
planning (metropolitan, urban, local).

The main motivation of the Research is
the question of what tools are needed to
implement urban regeneration strategies
based on the system-making of historic
infrastructures and ecological networks,
in order to enhance the identity of
Italian and Chinese cities and ensure a
sustainable urban development, and what
methodological references such tools
should represent.

A question that moves from the
general awareness of the importance of
environmental-historical components as
“development driver” of the contemporary
city.

Urban regeneration, as a reference
strategy for the contemporary city
governance, is today the main focus of
research in urban planning and national,
international and community policies.

However, several analytical-
interpretative, methodological and
design approaches follow to this
common orientation, with reference to
the specificities of geographic territorial,
socioeconomic contexts and the relative
normative frameworks, in a convergence of
fields of interest related to disciplines such
as ecology, sociology, history, technology.

This plurality recalls the need for
a global vision that comes to identify
common references to define new
procedures, tools and implementing
mechanisms for a generalized regeneration
strategy and Historic Urbans and
Territories rebalancing, from new
operative notions and emblematic cases of
regeneration.

References of the Research

The European definition of
regeneration is an integrated response to
morphological and functional renovation,
environmental regeneration, social
revitalization, economic and cultural
enhancement of the city according
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to sustainability and resilience.

Territorial imbalances, environmental
pollution, weakening of the real estate
sector —in conjunction with global
recession—underline the need to adopt
new perspectives for the governance of
contemporary city: no more punctual
interventions of urban renovation but
extended processes to entire parts of cities;
not only planning strategies, but mindful
projects of social inclusion and economic
development.

Therefore, the social and integrated
dimension of this strategy substantiates
the conviction that the construction
of the public city, the components of
public spaces, green areas, equipment,
mobility and social housing, concretize
the structural aim upon which the
foundations for any regeneration strategy
will be based to ensure that all established
communities have fundamental rights to
home, health, education, environment,
mobility and to the city. Regeneration
innervates the various city components,
public and private spaces, architectural
forms, mobility infrastructures and
service networks, production activities,
and guides the transformation towards
the existing city, triggering compensatory
processes of environmental regeneration.

In this context, the Proposal, according
to the most advanced experimentation of
the Italian reformist plans that, since the
1990s, have developed a new model of
environmental sustainability and a new
declination of history concept, focuses
on those parts of the contemporary city
characterized by the presence of historic
heritage and naturalistic components.

These are the structural references for
network systems, historic infrastructures
and ecological networks, intended as
expression of identity and social values,
urban quality and environmental
sustainability, intersecting public
space systems and contributing to the
process of public city construction
within urban regeneration strategies.

Research Methodology

The research aims to define a
“methodology” of intervention that
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identifies analytical and interpretative
categories for the implementation of a
regeneration strategy referring to urban
fabric of Italian and Chinese cities,
characterized by historic and natural
heritage. It adopts an inter-scalar and
integrated approach to outline a grid of
theoretical-methodological and operational
references according to three different
disciplinary perspectives (structural,
morphological, ecological-environmental)
and three planning levels (metropolitan,
urban, and local).

- the structural perspective, that pursues
the construction of a system of public
spaces, infrastructure and public
equipment as the primary reference matrix
to ensure that all local communities have
fundamental rights, substantiates the
Planning principle by focusing on the tools
needed to achieve regeneration goals.

- the morphological perspective that,
starting from the recognition of form as a
cognitive and design tool to capture the
specificity of places at all scales, focuses on
the morphology of historic heritage as the
expression of cultural and social identity
of local communities to achieve higher
levels of urban quality.

- the environmental perspective, that
focuses on the reconnection of ecological
networks and the enhancement of “
natural capital”as a driver of sustainable
development, and recomposes the natural
areas design and strengthens the ecosystem
services based on the construction of
environmental infrastructure.

In this context, the research define
a reference framework and satisfy
three disciplinary requirements:
contextualization, operationality and
experimentation, from the most significant
experiences underway, through an
inductive, iterative and interscalar
approach.

Research Tools

The Research, in line with the most
advanced international best practices,
will adopt as methodological tools
the “Strategic Planning Zones”. This
tool guarantees the recomposition of
different territorial (historic-cultural,
naturalistic-environmental, functional,
etc.) components and the strengthening of

BRSNS | 7
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relationships, actions that constitute the
priority goals of the urban regeneration
strategies.

These “Zones” are defined by natural
elements, historic axes and traces,
interrelated among each other, which have
the role of morphological and functional
structure of the settlements, at three scales:
metropolitan, urban and local scales.

They therefore constitute a strategic
and programmatic reference for urban
regeneration as well as a coordination tool
for an integrated system of interventions
aimed at:

- the strenghtening of public paths
networks, according to the sustainable
mobility principles, with particular
reference to the cycle-pedestrian and
river mobility, which connects the
identity-making public spaces and the
characterizing functions (market streets,
fi.);

- the enhancement of the great traces
of historic and historicized urban
morphology (the City Walls, the Canals,
for instance), and the settlements rules
which structure the city and their territory
and their stratifications;

- the ecological and landscape
reconnection of open spaces and of the
green and water components (Green and
Blue Networks, River Parks or Green Belts)
to guarantee the ecologic functioning of
the City, including of interventions of
renaturalization.

Research Goals

On the basis of the experimentation
of these methodological tools, the
Research aims to identify some insights
into deepening related to innovative
paradigms, in consistence with the
ongoing disciplinary debate:

- the concept of “green centrality”,
which overcomes the built centrality and
emphasizes the construction of public
space through the reuse of void and
abandoned spaces, promoting eco-friendly
temporary uses that also guarantee the
conservation of historic and cultural
heritage.

- the concept of “historic urban

landscape”, referring to the urban area
understood as the result of a historic

2022 FEHE=H

layering of cultural and natural values and
attributes, extending beyond the notion of
“historic centre”. It provides the basis for
a comprehensive and integrated approach
for the identification, conservation and
management of the historical, cultural
and heritage within an overall sustainable
development framework;

- the concept of “environmental
infrastructure”, which refers to the
construction of ecological-environmental
networks related to the production of eco-
system services and to the enhancement of
landscapes.

In relation to the “Strategic Planning
Zones”, the Research will experiment
innovative procedures and tools, such
as the Urban Project, the integrated
programs, however, tools characterized by
elements of flexibility, by public-private
partnership, by preliminary tests of the
design solutions within an incremental
approach.

B E bR ah A
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From 1916 onwards he worked in
the public institution of the Consiglio
Superiore di Antichita e Belle Arti, where
he was involved in historic conservation
and urban development projects
throughout Italy, including the centre of
Rome. His theories and experiences were
first published in his article “Vecchie
citta ed edilizia nuova” in the magazine
Nuova Antologia (1913), and in his 1931
book (published in French in 1998)* as
“L’Urbanisme Face Aux Villes Anciennes”
(unpublished in English). The book aims
to give guidance on how to integrate
contemporary social, cultural, transport

AN Figure

HTER - FAEIER (1873-1947) , i B AL i

Gustavo Giovannoni (1873-1947), as Historic Town Planner

ZHERIE Source :
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This article is excerpted from the paper “Gustavo Giovannoni on planning in historic towns” written by Marc

Piqué i Gascén, which originally appeared in IHBC’s Context 152, published in November 2017.
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The architect, planner and architectural
historian Gustavo Giovannoni (1873-1947)
played an important role in integrating
modern planning requirements into
historic town centres.

Gustavo Giovannoni’s article “Vecchie
citta ed edilizia nuova” (1913) is
considered to be one of the first critical
contributions on the relationship between
historic buildings, town centres, urban
expansion and functional reorganisation.’
Giovannoni’s scientific restoration
theories influenced Italian and European
legislation in conservation and planning,
including the Carta del Restauro (Italian
Charter of Conservation), published in
1932, that followed his contribution to the
1931 Athens Charter.

Giovannoni was born in Roma on
on January 1, 1873, and was a Roman
engineer, architect, planner and
architectural historian. After graduating
in civil engineering (1895) and in public
hygiene (1896), he studied medieval and
modern art history. His research studies
focused on the architecture of Rome
and traditional building techniques. In
1937 he founded Palladio, the first Italian
journal of architectural history. In 1938 he
founded the Centro di Studi per la Storia
dell’Architettura (Research Centre on
Architectural History) in Rome.

1 Giovannoni, G (1997) “Vecchie Citta ed Edilizia Nuova” (in “Nuova Antologia”, 1913), in F Gurrieri, ed “Teoria e

cultura del restauro dei monumenti e dei centri antichi”
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and economical requirements into historic
towns while improving heritage assets.

The industrial revolution brought new
uses and people to historic city centres in
the second half of the 19th century. The
increased pressure on existing buildings
led to adaptations, extensions, and reduced
numbers of dwelling units, worsening
hygienic conditions in the old areas. New
theories of planning, transport, beauty and
hygiene aiming to resolve these conditions
had been prompted by the demolition
of city walls, the building of new
infrastructure, stylistic unification, and the
so-called “sventramento” (“éventrement”
in French, “gutting” in English).

The “sventramento” consisted of
demolishing large areas or complete
housing blocks to open new roads and
squares, with Haussmann’s plan of Paris
as one of the most notable 19th-century
examples. These interventions were
justified politically as bringing hygiene,
transport, infrastructure and enhanced
economic value to historic buildings and
neighbourhoods.

Giovannoni suggests that there has
been an unavoidable conflict between
two opposite concepts, Life and History,
since the 19th century. The first would
be represented by the “novatori”, or
modernists, who would demand the
introduction of requirements of modern
life such as wider and faster roads, parks,
hygienic improvements and more housing.
The second concept would be supported
by the conservatori, who would oppose
the transformation of historic towns.

2 Giovannoni, G (1998) “L’urbanisme Face Aux Villes Anciennes”, Editions du Seuil, Paris.
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Giovannoni suggests that historic
city centres are unsuited for modern
industrial uses and businesses, unless
extensive areas are demolished to give
space to major infrastructure and faster
access points. New, wider roads would
increase the amount of traffic and possibly
lead to higher population density, which
could contribute to diminishing the living
conditions of its inhabitants.

As a result, and firmly opposed to the
“sventramento”, Giovannoni proposes the
so-called “diradamento” (“éclaircissage”
in French, “lightening” or “thinning
out” in English) as a way to reconcile the
issues of modern circulation, hygiene and
enhancement of the heritage. He describes
this as an irregular development where
selected and scattered buildings are
demolished to form or enlarge new spaces
that would allow buildings to breathe.
The planner would choose the areas that
were more likely to be improved and
the “minor” buildings to be demolished
following specialist historical research.

Giovannoni differentiates “major”
from “minor” buildings according to their
historic, artistic or social importance. He
considers that the secondary buildings
as a whole (that is, the urban context of a
historic town), would have a higher overall
value than the principal monuments.
He emphasises the importance of the
historic environment and the relationship
of the monument with its setting.
However, Giovannoni’s view on minor
buildings is more relaxed. He considers
that the historic environment could be
enhanced by the removal of the so-called
“superfetazioni” (damaging accretions)’
and recreating the aesthetic conditions of
the historic setting.

Giovannoni considers that the revalorisation
process should begin with the interior of the
“isolatti” (building blocks), which would provide
better hygienic conditions than the widening of
the streets. This could be achieved by demolishing
the extensions of a building, opening up lanes to
increase the space between buildings, and banning
the use of floors less than 600mm above street level
for dwelling purposes.

3 “Superfetazione” is defined by “Dizionario La Reppublica .it” as the “architectural body added to an existing
structure, which disfigures the aesthetic point of view of a building or the surrounding environment” (translation from

the Italian).
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Giovannoni believed that the success
of the “diradamento” would require a
reorganisation of social values to guarantee
modernisation. This could be achieved by
mixing traditional and artisan businesses
with middle-class accommodation. Only
in that way, could historic town centres be
successfully conserved and developed.
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its rivers in fact represent a “pairing of
mutual need”? that traverses the history
of Rome at least until the industrial phase,
when Porto di Ripa was still recognized
as a hub capable of conditioning the
placement of industrial settlements and
characterizing the river spaces as arteries
for trade flows’.

SEERZZM] Case Study

BARAMPTRM R ARG : — M E kAR (X 4
The Tiber-Aniene fluvial System.
A strategic planning zone for urban regeneration

From a structural perspective, both
the Tiber and the Aniene rivers have for
centuries been two transport axes that
enabled the linkage between Rome and
Ostia, as well as commercial relations

L A, T h e L 2, (FEFRIRAERS) | 1830 4 \
Fig.1 André Giroux, The River Tiber and the Tor di Quinto related to travertine, between Rome
(Quinto Tower), 1830 and the eastern sector of Lazio. This

communication system is connected
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Excerpt from paper“Italy and China, between History and Nature. A network of networks for urban
regeneration and territorial rebalancing” (Laura RICCI; Yezheng TANG; Chiara RAVAGNAN with the

collaboration of Hui YANG)
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1.The structure of the territory,
identity features, and the historic-
environmental resources

In recent decades, the “Roman area”
has been the subject of numerous studies
and research efforts aimed at more deeply
examining “its prevalently open spaces,
with their physical, natural, and manmade
connotations, with their values, their

7”1

functions and uses.”".

The Roman area, comprised between
the volcanic slopes of the Monti Sabatini,
the Colli Albani, Monti Tiburtini and
Monti Simbruini is, in fact, a strongly
interrelated set of physical, naturalistic,
and historic networks that find two
structuring components in the waterways
of the Tiber and Aniene rivers. This river
system has significantly influenced the
uses and characteristics of the surrounding
plain, as well as the historic relationships
between Rome, and the coastal centres like
Ostia, recently named a European Heritage
Site.

From a historical and morphological
perspective, the city, in the Tiber, finds an
original physical and symbolic component,
right from its foundation myth: Rome and

1 CALZOLAR]I, Vittoria. Storia e natura come sistema. Roma: Argos, 1999, 342 p.

14 | THE
HERITAGE
SPECTATOR

“MERGFOEN" *, REBEEE TR
R L5, X BIHE, Bin# (Porto
di Ripa ) RUMRARHE M Tl ZVE (It ,
o8 5 P 2R [ B P P B RO B o
MEE I MERE, LA LE, &
(7RI RN HR o) — B2 AR B R 2 AN B
W2 BELRE, HHZED SRR SFRARBHX
(Lazio) AKIER G WA, X—RXBRE
5&id % 240 (consular roads ) (jF: 21Ul
FEMNPE RS ) &, i 52 &2 0
M. AR X LA EELR, X NAErE
R RS BT M 5 52 45 i RN £ 00 45 ) i
H——tmd# 0, PR (g 1 IEYE, Ponte
Nomentano). FE, HA B ETIRZE
A S T T AR P s T s B A ——(H X
Loy FEHDIX R R ARz 2l i, Rk
S =Rt 5/ c Py p i RN A PR S
AR REE, FEWORNMTE 1950 R TT4E
AT H IR, 1962 FEAA (1 e A il 141 (
General Regulatory Plan, PRG) il T HEk

FAIREHE RS EINFE,

MBS/ IR ARENRE, SRR
A TR TS ) R e 2 K B I A B
XA TS TR MR B RE (AR A A 8 F A s [
PRGKSNA B, TR T “HI PR

to the system of the consular roads,
which represent equally significant
morphogenetic routes in the City, the
Province, and the Region. This system’s
gradual development contributed towards
the building of a network of historic places
and constructions —ports, bridges (like
Ponte Nomentano), warehouses, in part
still cornerstones of the existing urban
morphology and of the historic urban
landscape —strongly attacked by the
development first of the railway network
and subsequently of the twentieth-century
road network, as well as the settlement
system, the latter in particular starting
from the 1950s, and later also by virtue of
the oversized provisions established in the
1962 General Regulatory Plan (PRG).

From a naturalistic/environmental
perspective, the valleys of the Tiber and
the Aniene are ecological corridors vital
to the system of open spaces which, from
the valley bottom areas reach the adjacent
terracing and plateaus, surrounded by the
secondary hydrographic network, which
gave rise to the pianura incisa, or “graven
plain”. This environmental system is
fragmented due to the proliferation of
settlement, interrupted by the construction
of nineteenth-century embankment walls
(built following the 1870 flood), and
traversed by rapid automobile traffic
along the urban stretch of the Tiber. While
the construction of the functionalist-type
embankment walls fulfilled the role of

2 GASPARRINI, Carlo, Strategies, rules and projects for the historical city. In Ricci L. (ed) The Masterplan for Rome,

Urbanistica, 116, 2001.

3 RAVAGNAN Chiara, Dinamiche insediative e istanze di trasformazione, Urbanistica Informazioni, 253-257, 2014.
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Fig.2 Paolo Mantovani, Geological Map of the roman land, 1875
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protection from the floods that had earlier
stricken the city, on the other it resulted
in a considerable caesura in the age-old
landscaping and functional relationships
between the river’s naturalistic
profile and the architectural “visual
landmarks”* placed along the two banks.

In this setting, the twentieth century
in fact brought about a gradual structural
and perceptive distancing of the city’s life
from the river, perpetrating an aggression
against its habitat, through a proliferation
of settlement along the banks, leaving the
natural and cultural patrimony in a state
of abandonment, and marginalizing river
activities.

2.Design objectives and components

This is in spite of the fact that the Tiber-
Aniene river system has been targeted,
at least during the past two decades, by
a multitude of planning tools that have

4 DE CARLO, Giancarlo, Urbino. La storia di una citta e il piano della sua evoluzione urbanistica.Padova: Marsilio,

1966.

16 | THE
HERITAGE
SPECTATOR

& 3: Tk, ZHKISHIEHIA, 1674
Fig.3 I. Mattei, Nova et esatta tavola topografica del
territorio di Roma, 1674

5 R/REENY, 2022 18k
Fig.5 Ponte Milvio (Milvio Bridge), ph. 2022
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4: SRR
Fig.4 Ponte Nomentano River

6: L EARIFX SR L HEEGH, 2022 fAfk
Fig.6 The Tiber in Rome from the Natural Protected Area of
Monte Mario, ph. 2022

recognized its structuring and strategic
role from the ecological-environmental,
functional, infrastructural, and historical-
morphological standpoints. These tools
articulated and overlapped with protection
regulations and forecasts of interventions
aimed at valorizing these settings, thereby
helping put together a general, fragmented
picture in which it is not always possible
to reinterpret a unitary, integrated, and
multiscalar strategy.

This complex framework of reference
is composed in the first place of the
prescriptions related to the management of
water resources, of hydraulic defense and
of aquatic ecosystems.

The complexity of the framework is
increased by the development of Plans for
functional and/or territorial excerpts, as
well as that relating to the metropolitan
section involving Roman territory.
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The year 2019 saw the approval of the
Piano Territoriale Paesistico Regionale,
which relates to the protection and
valorization of landscape assets, and,
beyond the regulations protecting landscape
settings extended to the entire territory, also
calls for establishing “settings of recovery
and of landscape valorization” in the urban
stretches of the Tiber and for the Aniene.

Added to this is the institution of the
Natural Protection Areas’, whose planning
is aimed at articulating the levels of
protection and defining interventions for
requalifying and restoring the landscape,
promoting compatible services. The
adopted plan calls for a valorization of the
System of crossings and of the System of
historic routes and of new visiting circuits,
inside the Reserve, reconfiguring urban
and extra-urban routes in a network.

The Piano Territoriale Provinciale
Generale (PTPG) of Rome, approved in
2010° recognizes the Tiber and Aniene
valleys as structuring elements of the
provincial ecological network and the
territorial and urban morphology and of
the basic natural resources of air, water,
soil, flora.

The PTPG thus gives prominence to
planning a protected area of the Tiber,
linking the Riserva Naturale del Litorale
and the Aniene, including the extra-
urban section, identified between the ring
road and the Fiano Romano-Valmontone
motorway.

This provision would contribute to
the design of a Provincial ecological
network, the ”irst element ordering the
settlement arrangement and a condition
of environmental requalification and
generalized sustainability for the whole
territory —a scheme of environmental
places, of green paths, and of protected
productive agricultural spaces, reserved

” 7

for social uses and recreation”.

The objectives of defending and
valorizing the river system are also broadly
treated in the Piano Regolatore Generale-
PRG ‘08 of the Municipality of Rome,

5 Legge 183/1989 “Norme per il riassetto organizzativo e funzionale della difesa del suolo”.

6 Deliberation of the Provincial Council n.1/2010.
7 Provincia di Roma, PTPG, Relazione, 2010, p. 54.
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Aniene-River Strategic Planning zone
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approved in 2008°, which, in the primary
component of the Municipal ecological
network, comprises the floodplain areas
of the Tiber and Aniene, as well as the
indispensable green connections cutting
through them, which surround the
secondary hydrographic network linking
to the orographic reliefs.

Of the structuring interventions,
PRG “08 also introduces the Tiber
strategic planning zone (Ambito di
Programmazione strategica Tevere) ’
aimed at contributing to its ecological
and hygienic/sanitary recovery,
and to repairing the morphological,
perceptive, and functional relationships
between city and river, through
the urban design procedure.

Specifically, from the structural
standpoint, the objectives of the strategic
planning zone refer to the importance of
strengthening the Tiber-Aniene system
as a public bike and pedestrian mobility
corridor, limiting the space dedicated to
vehicular traffic for the purposes of greater
quality, accessibility, and permeability
of the basin—lengthwise, crosswise,
and vertically (between river level and
road level). This is also in a scenario of a
relaunch of river navigability, capable of
linking the main lines of urban transport
and of proposing “slow exploitation” as a
criterion for valorizing the landscape.

The extreme complexity of this
interscalar and inter-institutional strategy
has also stimulated the activation of a
new set of instruments of a voluntary,
institutional nature, such as the River
Contracts', for certain stretches of
both the Tiber and the Aniene, aimed
at putting processes of strategic and
negotiated programming into play with
the collaboration of public and private
parties.

To summarise, from the historical-
cultural and morphological perspective,
the Ambito, in its urban section, calls for
regeneration of the river basin as a public
space on a vast scale, reinforcing the
morphological and perceptive relationship
with the historic architectures and the

8 Comune di Roma, Nprg, Del. CC n. 18/2008, Nta, art.1 D7. Ambiti di programmazione strategica

9 Comune di Roma, Nprg, Del. CC n. 18/2008, Nta, art.1 D7. Ambiti di programmazione strategica

10 Codice dell’Ambiente DLgs 152/2006, art. 68 bis.
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SRR TR AR TE SRR R, JHRIEE urban oblique axes, and restoring the
TR Savoy-era SR A ) 2RI E 4, spaces along the river for cultural and

social activities in the context of a
revitalization and reconfiguration of the
Savoy-era embankment walls.
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Fig.8 Protection and Enhancement of the Historical-Environmental System. PTPG (left), PRG (center and right).
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Fig.9 Map of the resources of the Tiber-Aniene strategic ~ Fig.10 Map of the regeneration goals of the Tiber-Aniene
planning zone strategic planning zone
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EfrSRE: #HREETHHHALR (OWHC) #ERE

International Conference Spotlight: World Congresses of the OWHC

THELRIR Source: https:/ /www.ovpm.org/world-congresses/

H 1991 F a7 DLk, ik 5wt 7= i 4H 2K
(OWHCQ) R R ARWr &R, EEMNEAT—
WA S R TR 22 S i 5L st 48
FRYIEL,

# 16 i OWHC I k245 T 2022 £ 9
A6 HE 9 HAEME B wE T

Bl 2 (COVID-19) M@K miT.
B Y S R R SRS T B TR B T O
AR R R GE R T AR W oy, R
T ST S A A M T AR, KT, E AL
WARBIRENLE, HEMEX LS, TN
TRIEAR A TR B b 15 4 s, DUR TR
R AETE T, DA & R s S
AL I T

%16 /5 OWHC K&l “LEHE ARt
WRITEE R AEM, T BL A ST 5K
BEFANBED BT AP (BR, w5 F
BLEARANRL TAL HES) MEENTEK,

bk R EEE MRl SR %,
PRI BRI ORI~ #E—20E
s AT SR BRI N R R ISR A AN
o

PEEN, iR, OWHC HHEBHERIEFTHY 58T
WIIE” 2RI, KRR EHYIE ATz E
TR, ERIRRIRTE R R Tk —— %A
At TRk, B, Bg. REESE——IXF
T3 e R AR BTl 1) 56 LR BR N 1

REE (K. S5 E R MR AT Y
EMERERSERFOWENLELS S, &
e OWHC fH il H " Siafbii %,

Since its foundation in 1991, World
Congresses of the OWHC have furthered
its evolution through meetings of the
OWHC community held every two years
on the many topics related to Urban World
Heritage.

The 16th World Congress of the OWHC
will be hold in the city of Quebec (Canada),
from September 6 to 9, 2022.

The COVID-19 global pandemic,
urgency of climate issues and the
dematerialization of the economy are
already causing an irreversible break in
how cities are managed and developed.
These combined crises are leading to a
breakdown of the usual structuring models
of urban space. The crises generated must
be viewed as opportunities to be seized
to determine what might be improved to
guarantee good quality of life of citizens,
accommodate new lifestyles as they
emerge and, consequently, adapt cities by
setting the foundations for new patterns of
urban development.

The theme of the 16th OWHC World
Congress, “Enhancing Livability in World
Heritage Cities,” is particularly pertinent
to consider emerging new lifestyles, how
ways of inhabiting cities are changing and
the wants and needs of various city users
(inhabitants, but also elected officials,
technicians, workers, visitors, etc.)

The main objective of the 16th OWHC
World Congress is to obtain a series of
proposals that will allow the cities to
explore and test new approaches and new
city - secure, local, welcoming, inclusive,
cohesive, ecological, etc. - driven by the
active enhancement of a city’s historic
urban fabric.
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ways of doing things best aligned with
restrictions associated with new patterns,
while preserving and highlighting urban
heritage. The Congress will initiate an
operational approach towards proposing
a “new urban project” that the OWHC
wishes to promote and implement in the
future.

It will consist of a new approach to the

Decision makers (mayors, elected
officials) and the managers of members
cities will be afforded the opportunity to
work together to implement a structured
program of “pilot projects” backed by the
OWHC during the two years following the
Congress.

The Congress will focus the following
issues at stake:

Ensure the sustainability of the
historic city: the firm obligation to ensure
the preservation and development of the
historic city remains a pivotal goal for
members of the OWHC. It is a unique
asset for the city of today, reflecting
its intelligence and the memory of its
experiences through the centuries.

Contribute to the ecological transition:
the climate emergency brings new ways of
living that involve, in particular, new ways
of consuming, of interacting with others
through more cohesive communities,
and of making the city calmer, safer and
healthier.

View the historic city as a laboratory
for ideas: the historic city is a privileged
place conducive to urban transformation.
The history of each city bears witness to its
ability to endlessly rebuild on the basis of
new urban concepts consistent with each
era. Indeed, the city has always played
the role of matrix, organizing space on
the basis of different urban components
(islands, squares, streets and avenues,
building typology, etc.). Urban space in
the historic city has served and continues
to guide both the transformation of the
existing urban fabric and urban sprawl.
Therefore, the historic city can offer
solutions to the city as a whole.

(translated and edited by
Yezheng Tang)
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